Diſcoveries in à Barrow in Derbyſhire. In a Letter 
from Hayman Rooke, E/q. to Mr. Gough, 


Read at the SociET Y of AnTiavarits, February 11, 1796. 


Mansfield Woodhouſe, February 1, 1796. 


DEAR SIR, 


lave ventured to ſend you a little account of ſome relics 


lately found in a barrow in the Peak of Derbyſhire. 

About the latter end of laſt winter, Mr. Robert Needham, 
jun. of Aſhford, a very reſpectable farmer, who rents an 
eſtate of the duke of Devonſhire, was induced to deſtroy a 


large barrow for the ſake of procuring a great quantity of 


l:me-ſtones, of which it was chiefly formed. | 

Having been informed that this barrow contained ſome cu- 
rious remains of antiquity, I ſent to deſire Mr. Needham. 
would preſcrve the relics, and not proceed to a farther ſearch: 
in the barrow (which 1 was told had not been entirely clear- 
ed), till I came to examine it; and he very obligingly aſ- 
ſured me, that he had already taken care of the antiquities, 
which he would reſerve for my acceptance, and that the bar- 
row ſhould not be touched. It is but juſtice to tiie po- 
liteneſs of Mr. Needham to mention this inſtance of his rea- 
dineſs to aſſiſt the Antiquary in his reſearches. 
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I went twice laſt ſummer to examine the barrow, which is 
\tuated on the ſummit of a hill that has a gradual rife from 
the South-eaſt, and at about two miles North-weſt from Aſh- 
ford. This hill is called Fin Cop. . Thee. are evidently Britiſh 
names, with but little variation from their radicals Fyz and 
Coppa ; the former in the ancient Corniſh and Britiſh lan- 
guage ſignifies an end, or a boundary, which this hill has on 
every ide, and Coppa the top or ſummit. 

At about ſeventy-two | yards Southicaſt of the barrow is a 
work thrown up, with a ditch on the inſide of the vallum, 
which ſurrounds the top « of the hill except on the North- 
weſt ſide, where there is a precipice fourteen yards from the 
barrow ; at the diſtance of one hundred and ſixty yards be- 
yond this work 1s another ditch and vallum, where the ditch 
is on the outſide. 

Fig. (a) in Pl. XLVIII. is a plan of the barrow after I had 
cleared away more of the ſides ; circumference one hundred 
and ſixty-one feet. It had been raiſed to a conſiderable 
height, and formed with lime-ſtones of various ſizes, mixed 
with a very fine dry mould. In the bottom at (b) and ( 
are two kiſtvaens; J (b) is cut into the ſolid rock, which 1 in- 
cloſes three ſides, on the other is a flat ſtone, and one of the 
ſame kind was placed on the top; the kiſtvaen (e), which 
is rather ſmaller than the other, was formed in the natural 
ſoil, with flat ſtones fixed in the ſides, and one in the bottom. 
See a perſpective view of theſe at (d and e). 

In the kiſtvaen (b), was a ſkeleton placed with its face 
downwards, and on the top of the ſcull was an oblong piece 
of dreſſed black Derbyſhire marble, which plainly ap- 
peared to have been fixed to the ſcull by a ſtrong cement, part 
of which now adheres to the ſtone and ſcull. Under the head 
were found two arrow-heads of flint, the ſize of the drawing 
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fig. (a) and (b) in Pl. XLIX. This kiſtvaen was only two 
feet nine inches by two feet and one foot nine inches deep. 
The black ſtone (t) in Pl. XLVIII. which was placed on the 
head, is two feet in length, nine inches broad, and fix inches 
thick. 

At the South-eaſt end of the barrow three urns, of very 
coarſe baked earth, were found nearly together, full of athes 
and burnt bones, but ſo much decayed that they fell to pieces 
in taking up. I meaſured a fragment of the top rim of one, 
which did not appear to have been more than fix inches di- 
ameter, but, from another fragment of a rim, the urn muſt 
have been much larger; on the top of one was a flint head 
of an arrow, the ſize of (c) in Pl. XLIX. 

At the Eaſt end of the barrow two more ſkeletons were de— 
poſited on the level ground. With theſe was picked up the 
ſpear head (d), Pl. XLIX. which is ſhaped out of a piece of 
lime-ſtone, and made very ſharp at the point. 

The flat circular ſtone (e), Pl. XLIX. was taken out of the 
kiſtvaen (b), Pl. XLVIII. It has a thin body of ſtucco on 
both ſides ; the top is of a yellowiſh colour, and plainly appears 
to have been varniſhed, This poſſibly might have been ſome 
ornament to the dreſs of thoſe rude times in which this body 
was inhumed. 

The ſmooth ſtone (f), Pl. XLIX. was found on the top of one 
of the urns. It differs only in ſhape from the common boulder 
ſtones, which, though uſually met with in ſandy grounds, are 
not to be found in the Peak on a lime-ſtone foil. It is there- 
fore probable, that the ſuperſtitious Britons might have pre- 
ſerved theſe kind of ſtones as ſcarce and valuable amulets; 
and I am more inclined to be of that opinion from having, 
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ſome years ago, met with two ſtones ſimilar to this depoſited 
with ſome sv on Stanton- moor. 

The preſervation. of the teeth, in the jaws of theſe ſkele- 
tons, which {till retain their ivory, is very remarkable; the 
bones alſo are but little decayed. This might probably be 
_ owing to the very Iight dry earth with which they were co- 
vered. 

The kiſtvaen (e), Pl. XLVIII. was full of aſhes and burat 
bones, and poſſibly was the ſpot where the bodies might have 


been burnt. 
The. bones were thrown promiſcuouſly ; in, and the prin- | 


| cipal. care ſeems to have been i in placing and fixing the piece 
of marble to the {cull, nor, indeed, was there room for the 
body to be depoſited at full length. It is probable, therefore, 
that the body might be burnt, and the bones collected and 
placed in the kiſtvaen; for, I ſhould imagine, whilſt there is 
the leaſt moiſture left in the body the bones would not be da- 

maged ; but where we find the bones reduced to a very fine 
powder i in urns, we may conclude that they were burnt over 
again by themſelves after the body was conſumed : but J ſhall 
leave this to the learned Society, who will, moſt probably, 
form a more plauſible conjecture. 

I am much inclined to think that this elevated ſpot, thus 
ſecured by a double fence, may be the ſite of a Britiſh town 
or fortreſs, and that the barrow was the ſepulchre of the 
chieftain and his relatives. There evidently appears to 
have been more attention paid to the bones inhumed in the 
7 kiſtvaen (b), than to any of the reſt, from this ſingular in- 


ſſtance of a piece of black marble being fixed on the ſcull. 


As this Kkiſtvacn is too ſmall to admit. of the body at full 


: length, may we not ſuppoſe that the body was firit burat, 


>. and the e depoſited in the kiſtvaen (c), which ſeems to 
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have been deſigned for that purpoſe, and the head and bones 
placed by themſelves, as above mentioned? 

It ſeldom happens, that interment and urn burial are to be 
met with in the ſame barrow. The former 1s undoubtedly the 
moſt ancient, and has been handed down to us by ſacred 
hiſtory and authentic records. We find alſo, that the prac- 
tice of burning the body was of great antiquity, and here the 
ſame ancient weapons were found depoſited with both ; I there- 
fore think there is great reaſon to ſuppoſe, that this barrow 
was of very remote antiquity. 

The reverend Mr. James Douglas, in his learned and clc- 
gant Sepulchral Hiſtory of Great Britain, ſpeaking of theſe 
arrow-heads of flint, ſays, ** They are evidences of a peopl 
not in the uſe of malleable metal; and it therefore implies, 
* that, wherever theſe arms are found in barrows, they are 
« inconteſtibly the relics of a primitive barbarous people, 
and preceding the æra of thoſe barrow s in which braſs or 
« 1ron arms are found *.“ 

If you think this little memoir will be acceptable to the 


Society, I muſt beg you will do me the honor to preſent it 
to them, 


(e 


Jam, 
Dear Sir, 
your ſincere 
and obliged humble "FAY 
e 


* Nema Britannica, p. 154, note 3. 


